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It  is  tli()u<>lit  tliat  most  of  the  Cial'ts  fiimily  in  tliis  country  are  de- 
sc('udant.s  of  Lieut.  Grillin  ('lafts  (sonu'tinu-s  written  (Crofts),  wlio 
fuiiio  to  this  country  in  10;W,  .sailing  from  England  with  Gov.  Win- 
throp's  party,  lie  settled  in  Hoxbury,  Mass.,  on  the  west  bank  of 
what  was  then  called  Muddy  River,  about  one  mile  from  Uie  center 
village.  Many  of  the  company  came  from  Boston  in  Lincolusliire, 
Kngland,  and  ultimately  that  name  was  given  to  the  town  in  which 
they  settled  in  this  country.  Lieut.  Crafts  early  began  to  take  au 
active  interest  in  town  allairs,  and  was  chosen  to  many  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility. 

rnder  the  first  charter  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  none  were 
regarded  as  freemen  or  members  of  the  body  politic,  except  such  as 
were  admitted  to  the  General  Court  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
tlie  GeiR'ral  Government.  The  first  General  Court  in  Massachusetts 
Bay  was  held  Oct.  li),  1630,  and  the  next  General  Court  was  the  Court 
of  Elections  for  1G31.  Lieut.  Crafts  appears  in  the  list  of  those  made 
freemen  May  18,  1031.  We  find  from  the  records  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  that  the  lieutenant  was  a  deputy  to  tlie  General  Court 
holden  at  Boston,  May  27,  ]G(i3,  aiul  May  IS,  10(14,  and  to  the  Court  of 
Elections  in  1005,  1000  and  1007.  •  lie  ai)pears  to  have  been  one  of  the 
jury  of  twelve  men  who  tried  Hugh  Buets  (Burt)  in  December,  1040, 
"  for  publicly  holding  and  maintaining  that  he  was  free  from  original 
sin,  and  from  actual  sin  also,  for  one  lialf  of  a  year  before,  and  that 
all  true  Christians  are  enabled  to  live  without  actual  sin."  The  Court 
found  that  Hugh  Buets  'n)ee  guilty  of  heresy,  and  that  his  person  and 
erroifj  are  dangerous  for  the  inlci  lion  of  olliers."  'J'he  sentence  vi 
the  Court  was:  "Ordered  that  thi!  said  Hugh  Buets  should  begone 
out  of  our  jurisdiction   by  the  21   I 'sent,  upon  pain  of  death,  and  not 
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to  return  upon  tlie  pain  ot  ht-in^  lumj^ed."  'I'lic  jury  received  twelve 
shillin^'8  for  their  serviees. 

On  Se}jt.  10,  l()r);{,  (Jiillin  Crafts  wa^  made  a  lieutenant,  whieli  rank 
he  held  until  Feb.  21,  1G7(!,  vvlien  liis  "request  to  iaj'  down  his  com- 
mission "  was  granted;  thus  we  se(!  that  he  held  the  position  of  lieu- 
tenant about  twentj'-three  years.  At  th(!  time  of  resigning  he  was 
al)out  70  years  of  age,  and  as  the  Indian  wars  were  beginning  (the 
Deerlield  nuissacre  occurring  about  this  time),  he  doubtless  felt  it 
was  time  for  him  to  give  jjlacii  to  some  younger  and  more  active  man. 

Tlie  nicords  of  Koxbury  having  been  destroyed  by  tire  in  1()."j2,  a 
connnlttee  was  api)ointed  to  make  a  new  record  of  the  several  tracts 
granted  to  i)eople  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Koxl)ury,  and 
Lieut.  Crafts  was  one  of  that  conmiittce.  He  was  diosen  a  selectman 
in  1050  and  continued  to  serve  until  107H,  with  the  exce]»tion  of  two 
years  (KJOo-lC.OO),  duiing  wliicli  he  was  one  of  a  connnittee  of  three 
appointed  by  the  town  "to  give  the  Se]e(!tmen  orders  that  may  Ije 
tliought  for  the  Selectmen  to  consider,  and  establish  for  the  good  of 
the  Town." 

From  the  fust  settlement  of  the  town,  liieut.  Crafts  was  identifu'd 
with  the  cluiicli,  and  tlirougli  lli<'  two  hundred  and  sixty  years  tliat 
liave  intervened  some  of  his  descendants  liave  been  connected  wilb 
the  "First  lieligious  Society  ol  iJoxltury."  in  KinS-'.l,  a  new  meeting 
house  was  built,  and  Lieut,  ('rafts  was  on<;  of  tlie  couuuittee  appointed 
to  superintend  its  construction. 

In  1655,  a  mill  was  built  on  Muddy  IJiver  and  the  question  of  dam- 
ages for  flowing  lands  was  settled  by  a  vote  of  the  town.  This  vote 
was  so  quaint  that  it  is  (pioted : 

"Att  a  nu-eting  in  Bro.  Johnsons  Hall,  ye  17:  10:1GG5  tliere  was 
liberty  (on  a  voat  propounded  by  ye  constable)  granted  to  John 
Johnson,  Joliu  Gore,  John  Peaiepoint  William  Parker,  AViliiam 
Cheney  and  Thomas  I\Iekins  to  set  down  a  breast  mill  or  und"r  shott 
in  or  neare  ye  place  where  ye  old  mill  stood  neare  Hugh  Clarkes 
IJarn,  provided  that  satisfaction  be  made  unto  those  that  shall  receive 
dammage  by  danuning  of  ye  water  in  drowning  of  ground,  and  that  for 
ye  Cart  Bridge  given  they  make  ami  maintain  a  Cart  Bridge  sullicieiit 
for  ye  use  of  'I'own  and  Country.  As  for  ye  dauuuages  that  Lieut. 
Crafts  and  John  Ifuggles  shall  sei'teine  they  have  received  satisfaction 
of  l{it).  IVarepoint  in  Kvves,  each  of  th(>m  one,  promising  in  case  noe 
tianmiage  be  don  then  that  they  will  pay  l)ack  to  Bro.  l'earei)oint 
llorty  shillings  a  peice  for  yc  Ewes.  As  for  yc  dammages  it  is  to  l>ee 
understood  thai  they  must  be  shewed  and  ailtil rated  within  a  twelve 
nu)nths  Time  after  yo  daniing  of  yo  water." 

Lieut,  (iiillln  Crails's  si\lli  child  was  Samuel  Ci'ai'ls,  who  was  liorn 
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in  Jk()xl)iiiy,  Mass.,  ])oc.  12,  KJUG,  iuid  mjuriod  Elizabeth  Seaver  of 
Koxbury.  lie  was  made  a  I'lCfiiian,  .May  31,  1(!71.  Ho  was  proiiiiiK-nt 
ill  town  aflairs,  and  was  tniquciitly  tiioscn  st'lectman,  titiiing  man, 
constal)lt',  and  was  a  litnitcnant.  In  Hi.S'J,  he  was  one  of  tlic  roiinnis- 
sionors  to  taki'  a  list  of  all  t\w  pcisoiial  and  real  estate  of  each  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Woxhuiy,  to;;(!tlu'r  with  a  list  of  all  male  persons  from 
10  years  old  upward.  In  Oetoher,  KiS?,  a  ;^iant  known  ii.s  the  "Mash- 
amo<iuet  i»ureliase,"  in  what  is  now  Oonneetieut,  was  niaile  hy  the 
(icneial  Assembly  to  twelve  of  the  inhabitaiils  of  Ifoxbury,  and 
Samuel  Crafts  was  one  of  the  fijrantees.  In  17i;{,  the  '•  ixiiehase  "  was 
iiH'orporateil  as  a  town  and  the  name  ehanj^ed  to  I'omfret.  I.ieut. 
Samuel  Crafts  was  one  of  thirty-nine  who  a^j^reed  to  settle  in  New 
lidxbury^  or  Woodstot'k,  Conn.,  in  lOHO-iK),  and  was  one  of  those 
ehosen  "to  start  all  needful  hi<jliways,  and  set  out  a  lot  for  the  min- 
ister, and  consider  of  laud  convenient  for  the  planters."  They  drew 
hy  lot  and  Lieut.  Crafts  received  lot  No.  28,  and  "  was  pleased  to  take 
up  a  20-acre  house  lot  for  his  son  Samuel,  eastward  of  the  Plain  Hill, 
in  the  tirst  division  of  house  lots,  with  20-acre  rights.'-  In  the 
division  of  ji^ood  meadow  in  1090,  he  drew  lot  No.  11,  and  of  bad 
meadow,  lot  No.  JU).     lie  di(;d  in  I{oxl)ury. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Crafts's  fourth  child  was  Samuel,  Jr.,  and  he  Avas 
horn  in  IJoxbury,  Mass.,  June  10,  1007,  and  married  in  IJoxbury, 
Elizabeth  Sharp,  the  daughter  of  Lieut.  John  Slia'p  of  Biookline, 
Mass.  Like  liis  lather  and  grandfather,  he  took  a  prominent  part  in 
the  alVairs  of  Koxbury,  being  highway  surveyor  and  coiistai>le.  He 
died  at  the  early  age  of  forty-two. 

Ills  first  child  was  Capt.  Joseph  Crafts,  who  was  born  in  Roxbury 
Mass.,  Oct.  1,  lO'Jl,  and  married  Susanna  Warner.  In  an  old  ceinehny 
in  Pomfret,  Conn.,  is  the  headstone  of  Capt.  Josei)h  Crafts;  it  has 
the  following  cut  nijon  its  fac<' :  "Here  lies  the  body  of  Capt.  Joseph 
(  lafls  10s<i.  He  departed  this  life  Jan  2;j  1751,  in  ye  Olst  year  of  his 
age. 

".Ah,  fruitless  wish — how  are  his  curtains  drawn. 
For  a  long  evening  that  dispairs  y«  dawn." 
\Vbilc  in  aiioilnr  cemetery  is  a  headstone  to  his  wife,  "In  memory  of 
Susannah,  wife  of  Capt.  Josej)li  Crafts  Esij,  who  died  Aug  20,  17S(;, 
in  the  eighty  third  year  of  her  ag(^'" 

Cai)t.  .loscphs  father  dying  intestate,  and  it  not  being  deemed  j)os- 
sii)le  to  divide  the  estate  e(|uilably,  Capt.  .Joseph  took  llu;  pidjierly 
and  iiaid  his  brothers  and  sisters  each  I'.'l!),  Ids,  10(;.  He  sold  out  the 
l{o\bury  property  ami  r((moved  lo  I'onifrel,  Conu.,  where  he  was 
clios<'n  ensign  in  themililia  in  17;i.'{;  two  years  later  lu'  l)ccame  a 
lirutciianl,  and  bis  co nssion  as  eaptidn  is  dated  1711.     'I'ln-  recoj-dH 
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in  Poinfret  show  tliat  lie  was  a  votf-r  in  1723,  was  assessor,  a  aelcct- 
iiiau  eleven  years,  coinmissioiier  for  Windham  county,  and  rej)resenUi- 
tlve  to  the  General  Assemhly  of  Counecticur.  He  lived  in  that  por- 
tion of  Ponifret  known  as  Al)in;;ton  parish,  lie -svas  prouiineMt  in 
Ihe  orj;anizati<)nof  the  Orthodox  elnireh  in  Ahiiij;lon,  beiii;;  eliMirnian 
of  the  eonimittee  and  of  Ihe  parish.  In  IT.i'.t,  a  library  assoeialion 
was  or^ani/ed  and  lie  eontrihtited  ild.  Allerwards  others  joined  Ihi- 
association,  anioiif^'  them  den.  Israel  rutnani,  who  contributed  £15. 
They  invested  £439  in  hooks,  many  of  which  are  said  to  be  still  in 
existence.  He  liad  niteen  children,  of  whom  Col.  Ehenc/.er  (rafts, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  th(!  twelfth. 

Col.  Kbenezer  Crafts  was  born  in  Poinfret,  Conn.,  Sei)t.  22,  1740. 
He  -graduated  from  Vale  Colleoe  in  1751),  and  studied  theojo^iy,  and 
was  a  candidate  for  settlement  for  a  time,  Ijut  laiiinj;-  to  s<'cure  a 
parish  lie  gave  up  the  ministry  and  went  into  trade;  he  first  settled 
in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  where  lie  remained  for  two  or  three  years,  and 
then  purdiased  a  farm  in  Sturbridge;  this  was  about  1770  (»r  1771. 
He  erected  in  the  center  village  what  is  now  known  as ''The  Elms," 
and  was  keeper  of  a  tavern  there  for  many  years.  It  is  in  d«)uht 
whether  he  or  his  son.  Gov.  Samuel  Chandler  Crafts,  i)laiited  the 
famous  elms  still  standing  in  front  of  the  old  house,  but  at  any  rate 
they  were  planted  there  by  this  family.  He  was  a  very  energetic  and 
athletic  man.  of  powerful  physique,  and  it  is  related  that  when  a 
young  man  he  could  lift  a  barrel  of  cid<'r  and  diiidc  from  the  bung- 
hole,  lie  was  industrious,  and  by  his  business  capacity  ac<iuired 
what  was  in  those  days  a  large  estate ;  he  was  an  ardent  and  active 
patriot,  and  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  1775,  he  raised  a 
company  of  cavalry  in  Sturbritlge,  (  harlton,  Dudley  and  Oxford,  and 
Avas  commissioned  its  captain.  The  company  reported  at  Cambridge 
and  served  until  after  the  evacuation  of  Uoston  by  the  Hritish.  In 
1785,  a  regiment  of  cavalry  was  raised  in  Worcester  county  and  he 
was  its  lirst  colonel,  which  ollice  he  held  until  17U();  in  the  winter  of 
1786-7,  during  the  Shay's  rebellion,  this  regiment  ditl  ellicieiit  service 
under  Gen.  Lincoln. 

Col.  Crafts,  knqwing  the  need  of  more  ami)le  educational  faciliti<'S, 
was  desirous  of  founding  an  academy  or  institution  of  higher  ftluca- 
tion  in  Sturbridge,  ))Ut  tradition  says  that  Sturbridge  did  not  care  to 
be  disturbed  by  the  student  lite  iiu-ident  to  such  an  institution,  and 
heat  last  joined  with  ('ol.  Davis  in  purchasing  the  famous  l.ope/ 
house  in  Leicester,  and  an  academy  was  opened  in  the  same,  June  7, 
I7S1.  This  was  the  founding  of  l.t-ieeslcr  .\cademy.  The  llrst  name 
on  the  catalogue  of  that  academy  is  Samuel  Chandler  Crafts,  ot  whom 
L  shall  speak  later. 
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Tlie  villii^e  of  Stuibrid^^e,  now  so  (|iii('t  ami  [leaceful,  was  in  the 
days  of  Col.  (.'lafts  a  l)ii.siuL's.s  ct'iit«'i'  and  the  scciic  of  rniK-h  aidniation. 
It  was  on  the  main  highway  between  Hoston  and  Spiinj^tieid,  U'adin<^ 
to  Hart  lord  and  New  York;  stajijes  wore  constantly  airivinj;  and 
d('l)ailing,  and  tlie  tavern  pic'seuted  a  liv<'Iy,  stiirin<<  piituie.  IJut 
Col.  C'ratts's  donation  to  Leicester  Ai'adeniy  and  losses  in  business 
<'nterprises  incident  lo  the  ilt'i)it'ssion  whieli  followeil  tlie  Kevolutiou- 
aiy  \\  ar,  so  cndiarrassed  him  financially  that  he  was  induced  to  sell 
out  ill  .Stuibiidf^e  and  settle,  with  (ieii.  Timothy  Newdl,  in  a  new 
township,  six  miles  sijuare,  situated  in  noithern  N'ennont. 

'I'his  township  was  divided  into  1-14  I'arnis,  each  one-half  mile 
sipiaie,  and  eleven  Crafts  families  had  each  two  lots,  while  one  lot 
was  reserved  for  the  minister,  one  for  a  sdiool  and  one  for  a  c(dle<;e, 
and  the  town  was  named,  very  naturally,  Craftsbury,  for  its  founder. 
To  this  town  he  removed  in  1701,  tliere  beiiiii,-  at  that  tlnu;  no  roads 
within  twenty  miles  of  the  towiisliij),  and  th<;  women  were  transported 
from  Cabot,  Vt.,  to  the  new  settlement  on  moose  sleds,  or  traveh'd  on 
snow-shoes. 

At  tliis  place,  Col.  Crafts  for  the  next  twenty  years  stood  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  township  as  a  friend  and  counsellor,  a  man  wliose 
fiiendship  and  tideiity  all  esteemed  and  r(>speeted.  In  1780,  Harvard 
('ollej;-e  bestowed  uj)on  him  the  honoiaiy  de>;iee  of  A.  INI.  In  ]7'.)2, 
the  liist  year  after  removing-  to  Crartsbury,  he  repres«'nted  tlie  town 
in  the  legislature.  He  died  in  ISIO,  honored,  beloved  and  esteemed, 
being  70  years  of  ag(!.  In  Ills  will  Ik;  bequeatlied  fifty  acres  of  land 
lor  clmrcli  purposes,  a  part  being  the  site  of  the  present  Congrega- 
tional church  and  a  i)ortion  was  to  be  sold  and  the  jtroceeds  of  the 
sale  to  be  applied  to  the  j)urchase  of  a  communion  table  and  two 
silver  tankards  therefor.  A  fine  poi-trait  of  Col.  Crafts  is  in  existence 
and  can  be  seen  at  the  academy  in  Leicester. 

1  have  said  that  Samuid  Chandler  Crafts  was  first  upon  the  cata- 
logue of  Leicester  Academy.  'I'radition  says  that  at  the  age  of  ten  he 
idanteil  the  famous  elms  now  to  be  seen  in  Sturbridge.  He  graduated 
from  Harvard  (\)llege  in  17!H),  having  a  (ireek  dialogue  for  his  thesis. 
He  was  quile  a  student  in  geology  and  mineralogy,  but  astronomy  was 
his  favoiile  study.  When  an  undergraduate  at  Harvard,  he  computed 
a  transit  uf  N'enus,  an  achievement,  uiilil  llien,  never  accomidished  bv 
an  undergraduate  ol  ibal  college.  1  le  was  a  classmate  of  President 
(/uincy,  and  during  the  last  years  of  his  life  au  active  correspondence 
was  mainlaiiH-d  belweeii  these  (wo  old  schoolmates.  He  began  the 
study  «d  law,  but  when  IiIh  lather  removed  to  Vcrmoni,  he  accompa- 
nied him  and  remained  there  ever  aflerw  aids.  In  IH()2,  when  Cincin- 
nali  was  but  an  Indian   frontier  ((twn,  be,  in  company  with  Michaiix, 
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the  younji;!'!-,  luaiU'  a  tour  uf .(»l)Hervati<)M  to  the  lower  Mississip])!,  and 
devoted  iiiueli  tiiiK^  to  a  botaiiieal  H'.seaieh  of  tliis,  then  unUiiowii, 
valley;  at  the  same  time  Cratts  engaged  in  seveial  extensive  surveys 
which  were  ever  afterwards  aec;ej)ted  as  standard  lines  from  which  to 
start  on  further  surveys,  lie  carried  on  an  extensive  farm  in  Tiafts- 
hiiry,  and  there  weic  but  few  olliccs  in  town  or  state  which  he  at 
some  tim(>  did  not  till. 

ll<' was  llie  lirsl  town  clerk  of  Craflsbury  and  was  reelected  to 
that  olllcc  annually  for  Ihirt^'-seven  years.  In  I7!K{,  he  was  a  mcml)er 
of  the  convention  at  Windsor,  Vt.,  to  form  a  stale  constitution,  and 
was  the  youngest  meml)er;  he  served  in  the  N'eruKjnt  liouse  of  repre- 
sentatives in  171K),  ISOO,  1801,  18();{,  1805;  in  1708  and  1700,  he  was 
clerk  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Vermont;  from  1800  to  1812  he  was 
a  member  of  the  executive  council,  and  again  from  1825  to  1827; 
from  1700  to  1813  he  was  register  of  i)robate  for  Orleans  county,  and 
from  1800  to  1810  he  was  tirst  assistant  judg*;  of  tlie  county  c(jurt,  and 
from  1810  to  181(!  he  was  diief  justice  of  that  court,  and  again  in  1825 
he  was  appointed  chief  justice  and  served  tor  three  years.  In  18"2G,  lie 
was  elected  to  Congress  and  served  for  eight  year.s.  lie  was  governor 
of  Vermont  in  1828,  1820  and  18;}0,  and  in  1820  he  was  a  member  of  the 
constitutional  convention,  and  its  president.  Ujion  the  resignation 
of  Judge  Prentiss,  in  1842,  lie  was  ai)pointed  U.  S.  Senator,  and  was 
subsequently  elected  to  till  out  the  term. 

He,  like  his  father,  was  actively  and  earnestly  interested  in  educa. 
tional  matters,  and  in  tlie  founding  of  Craftsbury  Academy,  an  insti- 
tution prominent  in  Vermont  to  this  day.  lie  was  foi-  niany  years 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  tlie  University  of  \'eiiiiont  al 
Burlington. 

He  was  a  man  with  a  rare  combination  of  good  sense,  sound  learn- 
ing, great  moral  wortli  and  unpretending  simplicity  of  manner,  and 
public  honors  and  public  favors  never  disturbed  the  current  of  his 
life;  he  stood  to  those  around  him  in  the  relation  of  a  safe  counsellor 
and  a  laithlul  friend,  commanding  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all;  in 
api)earance  he  was  of  a  commanding  Hgure,  over  six  feet  in  height ; 
he  was  an  eminently  conscientious  man,  upright  and  moral,  not  a 
church  meiiil)er,  but  a  man  of  constant  attendance  at  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  Without  an  ac(juaintance  with  his  privati-  life  no  one 
could  eslimat<^  the  l)eaiity  (d'  his  ciiaraeter,  lor  he  was  uidformly  kind 
and  courteous,  a  good  talker  and  allcntive  listener,  and  he  spared  no 
elloit  lo  jiiil  \\  lib  heart  and  hand  his  neighbor.  Inliriiiing  Iroui  his 
nnceslors  a  love  (d  iinlure,  he  was  nrvei-  liap|)icr  Ihan  when  engaged 
upon  bis  laiiii.  \Vhen  apl>oinled  to  the  I  iiiled  .Slates  Senate,  tin; 
nie-scngcr  >rnl  lo  iiolify  him  id    Ilic  iippi»iuliiieiil,  iouiid  him  al  work 
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ill  liis  Jield.  Wlicn  lie  n'luovetl  Ikmii  Sturbridf^c  to  Cral'tsbury  he 
took  with  liiin  :iii  iiiipoi  tod '' Loii<;iiiiin  and  Brodiiip  "  ])iaiio,  and  a 
lliite,  for  he  and  his  wilV  were  imtod  musicians  and  i)ass<'(l  many 
liai)|ty  liours  in  this  liatk  country  in  musical  study  and  enjoyment. 

Aft(!r  ictiiinj^  Irom  political  life  lie  kept  up  his  int^'iest  in  reading 
and  all  political  (juestions  of  the  da}',  and  also  in  all  modern  inven- 
tions and  discoveiies,  and  especially  in  the  arts,  sciences  and  chemis- 
try, astronomy  and  geology,  more  tliaii  the  others.  At  84  years  of 
aj^e  he  was  mentally  as  bright  as  a  man  of  60,  and  on  liis  birthday  he 
w  lote  an  acrostic  to  his  sister,  Augusta  Clark.  1  <(UOte  the  same  to 
show  the  jjojish  and  felicitous  language  used  in  writing  the  same. 

A    I'KAYEK. 

Almighty  God.  in  whose  wide  domain 
rnbounded  power  and  goodness  reign, 
(iraiit  that  thy  grace  (low  from  abtive, 
Until  my  heart  is  lilled  with  love. 
Sustain  me  on  that  dangerous  way 
That  leads  from  earth  to  endless  daj'. 
And  ma}'  no  sin  lead  me  astray. 

Create,  ()  Cod,  in  my  cold  heart 
Light,   life  and   love,  that  may  not  jiart. 
And  may  my  best  all'ections  rise, 
Kecede  from  earth  and  reach  the  skies; 
Kindling  that  thime  that  never  dies. 

r.overnor  ('rafts  died  in  Craftsbury,  in  1858,  aged  85  years. 

Me  had  two  children,  Samuel  I*.,  who  died  in  his  25tli  year,  and 
]Mary  T.,  who  married  Nathan  S.  Hill.  He  was  a  member  of  the  bar, 
and  after  practicing  for  two  yeais  iu  Ciraiid  Ish;  county,  Yt.,  he 
ii'inoved  to  Craftsbury,  where  he  jfracticed  his  profession  for  twenty- 
live  years,  part  of  the  time  being  iu  partnership  with  lion.  Augustus 
Young,  member  of  Congress  from  that  district.  In  1850,  lie  was 
aiipointed  treasurer  of  the  University  of  Yermont  and  held  that  posi- 
tion for  tweuty-six  years,  until  failing  health  compelled  liim  to  ri^tire 
from  pulilic  service.  He  died  in  1891.  His  widow  survived  him  and 
resided  at  Hurlingtou,  Vt. 

Among  the  prominent  men  of  the  name  of  Crafts  now  living  in 
Massachusetts,  is  William  A.  (hafts,  who  resides  ujjon  the  old  family 
<'state  in  IJoxbury.  'J'his  »!state  has  been  in  the  Crafts  family  since 
1705,  when  it  came  to  the  jiossession  of  Ensign  Kbene/er  Ciafts,  a 
grandson  of  IJeul.  (Jrillin  <  'rafts.  Knsign  (  rails  was  tlie  great-great- 
grandfather of  William  .\.  Crafts,  who  was  edwealed    in   the    famous 
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schools  of  Gideon  V.  Thuyer  ;n  IJrooklino  and  Stei)li(Mi  M.  W«ld  in 
.Tiiinaiea  Plain.  Ho  f^iaduated  from  Iliuvaid  College  in  18J0,  being 
class  poet,  lie  studied  law  and  for  several  years  practiced  in  Boston 
and  Koxlmry.  In  IS  lit,  lie  estal)lislied  the  Norfolk  County  Journal,  a 
Whig  paper  whieli  he  edited  until  1857.  From  1HI7  to  1S.')1,  he  \va>  a 
member  ot  the  tonuuon  eouni'il  td  Koxltury,  and  for  three  years  its 
president,  lie  served  on  the  .>ehool  boaid  lor  twelve  years,  and  was 
)ej)resentative  to  tlie  (ieneral  Court  from  l{oxl)ury  in  iHi');},  1851  and 
1801,  and  subsequently  he  was  for  seveial  years  assistant  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives.  In  I8(!!i,  when  the  state  hoard  of  railroad 
connnissioners  was  established,  he  was  appointed  its  clerk,  and  with 
the  exception  of  a  brief  interval,  has  held  that  otlice  «;ver  since. 
Many  hi  the  business  men  of  this  vicinity  who  have  had  occasion  to 
visit  the  ollice  of  this  board  have  the  pleasantest  recollections  of  the 
kind  and  courteous  treatment  they  have  leceived  from  Mr.  Crafts. 
Ilaviiig  literary  tastes,  but  not  nuddng  literature  a  professiini,  he  has 
written  and  published  various  works,  among  others,  "History  of  the 
Southern  lU'bellion,"  2  vols.;  '' Tioueers  in  the  Settlement  of  Ameii- 
ca,"  2  vols. ;  "Trilleton  Papers,"  a  campaign  life  of  General  (irant, 
besides  numerous  articles  for  magazines  and  the  papers.  He  Inis  also 
written  numerous  poems,  one  of  which,  "The  New  Kngland  JMoneers,'' 
is  published  in  the  History  of  the  Crafts  Family.* 


*  Compiled  by  James  M.  and  William  F.  Crafts,  1893.     A  copy  is  owned  by 
this  Society. 
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